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(c) Communicate directly with DoD 
Components. Communications to the 
Commanders of Unified and Specified 
Commands shall be coordinated with 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(d) Communicate with the Executive 
Office of the President, other Govern-
ment agencies, representatives of the 
legislative branch, and members of the 
public, as appropriate, in carrying out 
assigned functions.
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§ 362.1 Purpose. 

This part changes the name of the 
Defense Communications Agency 
(DCA) to the Defense Information Sys-
tems Agency (DISA) and revises the re-
sponsibilities, functions, relationships, 
and authorities of the DISA. For the 
purposes of 10 U.S.C. 193, any other law 
or regulation, or for any other purpose, 
DISA will perform the functions of the 
Defense Communications Agency.

§ 362.2 Definitions. 
(a) Defense Communications System 

(DCS). (1) The DCS is a composite of 
DoD-owned and -leased telecommuni-
cations subsystems and networks com-
prised of facilities, personnel, and ma-
terial under the management control 
and operational direction of the DISA. 
It provides the longhaul, point-to-
point, and switched network tele-
communications needed to satisfy the 
requirements of the Department of De-
fense and certain other Government 
Agencies, including those required to 
interconnect the NCA, the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Uni-

fied and Specified Commanders with 
the general purpose networks. 

(2) The DCS includes fixed, transport-
able, and mobile facilities. It consists 
of: 

(i) Switching and/or relay facilities 
to include associated software of the 
general purpose (common user) net-
works, such as Defense Switched Net-
work (DSN), Automatic Digital Net-
work (AUTODIN), Defense Data Net-
work (DDN), and Secure Voice System. 

(ii) Transmission media and/or cir-
cuits that provide user and/or sub-
scriber connection into the DCS net-
works, or which interconnect the 
switching and/or relay facilities and/or 
the user and/or subscriber terminals in 
use by the DCS. This includes the as-
sets of the Defense Satellite Commu-
nications System, except those por-
tions that are specifically excluded 
from the DCS. 

(3) Although the DISA specifies the 
interconnection and interface stand-
ards when operated with DCS net-
works, the DCS does not include: 

(i) Mobile and/or transportable com-
munications facilities and assets or-
ganic to Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Fleet Marine forces, unless specifically 
designated as components of the DCS. 

(ii) Ship and/or ship, ship and/or 
shore, air and/or air, air and/or ground, 
and other tactical telecommuni-
cations. 

(iii) Post, camp, base, and station 
user and/or subscriber facilities and 
terminals. 

(iv) On-site telecommunications fa-
cilities associated with or integral to 
weapons systems and to missile launch 
complexes, including those required for 
countdown, command, control, weap-
ons destruct, and range safety. 

(v) Consoles and display devices inte-
gral to the Unified and Specified Com-
mand Centers, their DoD Component 
Headquarters, and the Military Serv-
ices’ operations centers. 

(b) Fielding Plan. A fielding plan de-
tails the coordination and execution 
involved in the deployment of a system 
or equipment, and addresses interoper-
ability opportunities and constraints. 
The plan includes sufficient informa-
tion for a common understanding be-
tween the program sponsor and the 
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